St. Luke the Evangelist

Religious Education 

Mission Statement 


The Religious Education Ministry of St. Luke is committed to support, guide, and assist the parents and families in their role as primary educators by providing programs to foster the spiritual development of our youth so that they will know, understand, and live their Catholic Faith.

St. Luke the Evangelist

Staff

Pastor 


Fr. Mark Lomax

DRE


Leah Burke

Secretary

Jennifer Bramley

Adult Faith

Formation   Director
Deacon Harold Burke

The Religious Education Office phone number is (985) 641-2570.





e-mail address  stlukere@stlukeslidell.org.

This handbook is intended to give you, the parents, a general understanding of the “nuts and bolts” of the Parish’s religious education program.  It is in no way an attempt to be a detailed summary of the vast scope of our program.  The information found in this handbook will serve as a good reference for you throughout the year.  If you or others you may know have specific questions concerning the program, textbooks, sacramental preparation or any other matter involving our Catholic faith, please contact us in the Religious Education Office.

Registration

Registration takes place in April and continues throughout the summer for the following school year.  Currently enrolled students will have the opportunity to pre-register in early April before the end of the CCD year.  New students may register by completing a registration form that may be obtained from the Religious Education office or on our website. Those families taking advantage of pre-registration will have first choice of class day and time. 
Registration closes in September after the first class of the session you choose.  Only NEW families moving into Slidell may register after classes begin.


New families and families adding a student for the first time are asked to present a copy of the child’s baptismal certificate, and Penance and First Eucharist certificates (if applicable) at the time of registration.


Registration fees are as follows:



1 Child 

----



$40.00



2 Children

----
  


  50.00



3 or more Children      ----
  


  60.00



Confirmation Candidates ---



  70.00


    In addition to the regular fees, the following may apply:




First Reconciliation/Communion Sacrament Fee      
$15.00 per family



Phase I & II Confirmation Students Retreat Fee
$10.00 per student


All returning families are asked to please pre-register in the spring to enable us to better plan effectively for the upcoming year.

Attendance


The Archdiocese of New Orleans requires each parish to offer thirty(30) hours of religious instruction.  St. Luke’s Religious Education ministry offers 25-27 weekly classes, l ¼ hours in length (except kindergarten and first grade which are l hour long).  Students are expected to attend every class session and are responsible for all material presented.  Roll will be taken weekly.


Parents are asked to seriously consider the importance of the faith formation of their child(ren) when scheduling extra-curricular activities.  What message is the child receiving when religion class can be dismissed for dance class, sporting events, music, a shopping trip, etc. and Mass can be missed so you can sleep late, visit Grandma or attend a social event?  Faith formation and religious experiences must be given the same if not greater priority in the development of the total child.  


Attendance at weekly mass as a family, attendance at their weekly CCD class and discussion about what was presented at that class are vital to assuring a well- rounded faith experience.


If your child must be absent, it is the responsibility of the parent to contact the teacher to make arrangements to get the material that was covered.

Arrival and Dismissal

Arrival


All students are expected to arrive on time for class and go directly to the classroom.  Late arrivals cause disruptions to the teaching/learning process.  Role will be taken at the beginning of each class.  Students are expected to remain in class until dismissal time.

Dismissal


Sunday morning classes are 60 or 75 minutes in length depending on the grade.  Parents are asked to pick up their students at their classrooms.  There are no car lines for child pick up on Sundays due to the added traffic associated with Mass times.  All classes on Monday and Tuesday evenings will be dismissed at the end of the class period and escorted to the car lines.  See Car Line Procedures.


If a parent needs for their child to leave class early, they must come to the Religious Ed office, sign them out and get a release slip to present to the catechist.  Students will not be allowed to leave class early based on a verbal request by the parent or student.


If the student drives his/her own vehicle, a written note signed by the parent must be brought to the Religious Ed office and okayed before it is presented to the catechist.  If other students ride with this student, a written note from parents of all students involved is required before they will be allowed to leave.


All students are expected to be picked up no later than ten(10) minutes after the end of class.

Car Line Procedures (for dismissal)


The car line for students in the classrooms around the courtyard will be at the covered driveway under the bell tower.


Those students with classes in the Family Life Center will exit the building in the rear and may be picked up there.  Remember there is a driveway at the rear of the property that exits onto Amber Street. This driveway is one way on CCD evenings, entering from Cross Gates Blvd. and exiting onto Amber. Using this exit will help the flow of traffic.


If you have students in both buildings or in the Youth Building, please have your older students meet the younger one at the bell tower line.


Parents who choose not to get in a car line are asked to park their cars in the outer parking lot in front of the Administration Building and walk to meet their child.  To ensure safety, children will not be allowed to cross the parking lot to meet their parents.  Car line procedures have been established for the safety of all students.  Please abide by them.

Curriculum and Program Description


St. Luke Religious Ed uses the Legacy Edition Series and the Faith First series of textbooks published by Resources for Christian Living (RCL) for the entire program grades K – 10.  The National Council of Catholic Bishops has found the doctrinal content of this religious textbook series to be in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  The Archdiocese of New Orleans has approved it for use here in our Archdiocese. Our program follows the curriculum guidelines set by the Archdiocese Office of Religious Education.


Classes are offered at various times in order to accommodate the many uses of our facilities and to better fit our families’ hectic schedules.



Sunday classes  - 9:00 AM – Kindergarten and 1st  grades





   10:15 AM—2nd grade 





   11:00 AM – Kindergarten and 1st grades



Second grade students are expected to attend Mass in addition to class 



since they are preparing for the sacrament of Eucharist.


Monday classes – 5:30 –6:45 PM  -- Grades 3 – 6





     7:00 –8:15 PM   -- Grades 7-10



Tuesday classes – 5:30 –6:45 PM  -- Grades 3 –6





     7:00 – 8:15 PM  -- Grades 7-10


Classes are limited.  Early registration is recommended.

Supplies and Materials


All supplies and materials are provided.  Textbooks are not sent home, but remain in the classrooms.  Students in grades K-6 receive folders in order to take home weekly lessons and important notices of upcoming events. Notices and reminders are sent home with the 7-10 graders.  Parents are asked to check the folders weekly and return the empty folder for the following class.  This is the best way for the Religious Ed office to communicate with parents, so we ask you to please read all notes sent home.

Discipline


We expect all of our students to conduct themselves in a courteous and respectful way while participating in any activity here at the Church.  At all time, their behavior should be reflective of a true follower of Christ and in accord with the teachings of the Gospels.


Teachers will handle minor discipline offenses in the classroom.  Students with repeated behavioral problems are a distraction to the overall learning process and prevent other students from fully becoming engaged in a  wholesome learning environment.


Such students will be sent out of the classroom to the Religious Ed office.  The DRE will notify the parent of their child’s behavior, but he/she will not return to class on that day.  The student will be allowed to return to his/her class the following week.  If the behavior does not improve, the parents will then be required to meet with the teacher and DRE before the student may return to class.


If the child continues to be disruptive in the classroom, it will then become the responsibility of the parents to continue the instruction at home.  The student must then pass a knowledge test in order to go on to the next grade level the following year.


It is not our intention to deny a religious education to any child.  However, it is not fair to allow the actions of one child to keep others in the class from having a positive experience.  All of our catechists are parents who volunteer to share their faith with our young Church and they deserve the support and respect of all the students and parents.

Safe Environment Program


Each year there will be an “age appropriate” lesson taught to all the students focusing on creating a safe environment and child protection catechesis.  This lesson plan was developed by the Archdiocese for use in all parish religious education programs in an effort to instill in our children their uniqueness in being created in the image of God and their right to grow up in a healthy, non-abusive environment.


Prior to this lesson being presented to the students, parents will have the opportunity to review the material to be presented and will be notified when the class will be taught.  Here at St. Luke, we will teach this class at the second class in October.  Parents may contact the parish Religious Ed office if they have any questions or concerns regarding this lesson.

Sacrament Preparation

First Reconciliation/First Eucharist


Second grade is the Archdiocesan recommended grade for reception of Reconciliation and Eucharist.  All students must be enrolled in first grade CCD or Catholic school prior to entering the second grade sacrament program.

Confirmation

Eleventh grade is the mandated grade for reception of the sacrament of Confirmation in our Archdiocese.  Confirmation is a three- phase process beginning with Phase I in the 9th grade.  All students registered for classes in the CCD program will automatically be enrolled in the appropriate phase.  Catholic high school students must register in the Confirmation process in Phase I & II, but do not attend weekly classes.  All Phase I & II students will attend specially scheduled general sessions and a retreat.  Schedules will be made available in the fall.


Those students completing Phase II will register for the final phase that will begin in the fall of their junior year.  In Phase III, all students, CCD and Catholic school, will come together for all sessions.  Confirmation will take place in the fall as scheduled by the Archdiocese.  Students must complete Phases I & II before being eligible for Phase III.

RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation for Children)


Any child registering for CCD who has not been baptized or has not received First Eucharist (students older than second grade) should make an appointment with the Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) to discuss the circumstances.  Proper religious education classes will be discussed at that time.

Parental Involvement

Parents are expected to take a more active role in their child’s religious education.  Parents are the primary teachers of their children in matters of faith, while the Parish and Church Community support and reinforce the parents and students in their journey of faith.

At least one parent must attend the general information parent meeting that is held in September, just before classes begin.  In addition, parents are required to attend all of the meetings associated with sacramental preparations.

Parents are invited and encouraged to visit their child’s class any time during the year.  Please send a note to the teacher the week before your visit.

Resource materials such as books, videos, flash cards, curriculum guidelines are located in the Religious Ed office and are available to parents to check out for use at home.

Testing


Testing will be done twice a year at mid-year and at the end of the year.  Testing is not done for the purpose of failing a student.  Rather it will indicate what the student is learning and what areas need to be reviewed and reinforced by the parents.


Study guides or reviews may be sent home prior to each test so that parents can review the material with their student.


It is the hope and payer of our Pastor Fr. Mark, the DRE, and the Faculty of Catechist and aides that this year will be a very positive learning experience in which our young people can come to know Our Lord and enter into a faithful relationship with Him.  Please let us know how we can assist you in attaining this goal.

Information

Student’s Name:___________________________________________________

Grade:____________  Day:______________Time:___________Rm #________

Teacher’s Name:__________________________Phone #__________________

Student’s Name____________________________________________________

Grade:____________Day:_______________Time:____________Rm #_______

Teacher’s Name:__________________________Phone #__________________

Student’s Name____________________________________________________

Grade:____________Day:_______________Time:______________Rm.#______

Teacher’s Name____________________________Phone#__________________

Student’s Name_____________________________________________________

Grade:___________Day:_______________Time:_______________Rm#_______

Teacher’s Name:___________________________Phone #___________________

